PEACE Info (November 24, 2022)
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As Sagaing attacks continue, Myanmar junta’s scorched earth tactics earn WWII comparison

A former information minister close to the military becomes the latest to condemn the
regime’s campaign of wholesale destruction in Upper Myanmar

Thura Maung / Nyein Swe | Published on Nov 24, 2022

,_ The ruins of a Khin-U Township village destroyed by a

Myanmar military arson attack, seen on November 21
(Myanmar Now)

Myanmar’s military carried out a series of airstrikes and
artillery attacks on Wednesday amid clashes with anti-
junta forces in several neighbouring Sagaing Region
townships.

According to a local resistance group based in Khin-U Township, three junta columns began
raiding villages there and in the surrounding area last Thursday.

On Wednesday, fighting broke out following a raid on the village of Mone Hla in western Khin-U
Township, resulting in multiple regime casualties, according to the information officer of the
anti-regime Khin-U Support Organisation.

“At least 10 junta soldiers were killed during today’s battle, so they
retreated and started attacking us from the air,” he said, speaking to
Myanmar Now at around 5pm on Wednesday.

The airstrikes began at around 1:50pm and continued for about an
hour, he added.

“There may be some casualties in the villages that were attacked,
but we don’t know anything for sure yet. Some of our reinforcement
troops were also trapped there,” he said.

According to locals, Mi-35 attack helicopters fired on several villages
along the borders between Khin-U and neighbouring Kanbalu and
Ye-U townships, including Mone Hla, Kyauk Taing, Kyi Su, and Pin

) ©  SeinKhin.

The day before, a column of around 150 regime soldiers raided Kyauk Taing and Kyi Su—both
located in Kanbalu Township—as well as Pin Sein Khin in Ye-U Township.

The troops were ambushed by local defence forces as they left the villages after torching the
homes of residents who had fled, according to resistance sources.

Pin Sein Khin was also a target of arson attacks on Wednesday, as were the villages of Thauk
Kan in northern Khin-U Township and Hna Nwin Taw in Taze Township, the sources added.
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At least one person—a 40-year-old woman named Mya who had fled from her home in Mone
Hla—was killed by artillery fire in Pin Sein Khin, according to a local source.

A villager sits among the ruins of a village in Sagaing Region’s
Khin-U Township on November 21 (Myanmar Now)

‘Nothing there anymore’

In Kanbalu, local defence forces said they killed several
soldiers in an ambush on Wednesday morning.

“We waited for them to come within shooting range and
then attacked them with explosives and opened fire,” said Wai Gyi, a member of a group called
the Kanbalu Underground Warriors.

“One of the soldiers may have been a lieutenant, as they dragged him out of the battlefield
while leaving the rest behind,” he added.

Kyi Su, a predominantly Muslim village of around 1,000 households located about 40km south
of the town of Kanbalu, has come under attack in the past. However, residents say the latest
assault has destroyed what little was left of the village.

“There’s nothing there anymore,” one villager said on Wednesday. “Bamboo huts built after the
first attack have all been burned down.”

Attempts by defence forces to put out the fires in the village after the junta troops left resulted
in an ambush by soldiers who stayed behind, according to Saw, a member of one of the groups
involved.

“Some of our members went back in, but they were ambushed and some of them were injured.
Two went completely radio silent,” he said.

Members of a local defence team prepare to ambush a junta
column in Sagaing Region on November 18 (Myanmar Now)

Worse than WWII

The regime has earned widespread condemnation for its
scorched-earth tactics in Sagaing and other parts of Upper
Myanmar where it has faced fierce resistance to its rule.

While most calls for accountability have come from ordinary citizens or international observers,
criticism has also come from some close to the military.

Recently, Ye Htut, a former lieutenant colonel who served as information minister under the
guasi-civilian administration of former president Thein Sein, wrote about arson attacks in
Yesagyo, his hometown in Magway Region.
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“The incidents that have taken place over the past year are enough to shake even a person who
survived the Japanese colonial era,” he wrote in a social media post, noting that even during
WWII, civilian villages were not targeted for destruction.

In response, a Facebook user named Htin Aung Kyaw, who is believed to be a retired army
officer, commented that Ye Htut shouldn’t make such statements without providing solid proof.

Ye Htut replied that it would be easy enough to collect evidence through the country’s human
rights commission if witnesses were allowed to provide videos without fear of punishment.

Meanwhile, regime forces have also carried out airstrikes farther north in Sagaing Region in
recent days, hitting targets in Indaw and Banmauk townships, as well as across the border in
Kachin State’s Mohnyin Township.

Several people were injured in the attacks, which began earlier this week after around 20 junta
troops, including a battalion commander, were killed in a clash northeast of the town of Indaw
last Friday, local resistance sources reported.

Additional reporting by Moe Oo

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/as-sagaing-attacks-continue-myanmar-juntas-
scorched-earth-tactics-earn-wwii-comparison

Resistance force accuses military of opening fire on fleeing villagers in northwestern
Myanmar’s Yaw region

Three civilians and one member of the Yaw Defence Force are shot dead while trying to
escape advancing junta troops in Gangaw Township

Nyein Swe | Published on Nov 24, 2022
YDF troops pictured in mid-July (YDF)

L/l Three civilians and one guerrilla fighter were shot and

: - killed by junta troops while fleeing a raid on Tuesday in the
Yaw region of Magway, according to the leader of a local
resistance force.

An 80-soldier military column from the Gangaw-based
Infantry Battalion (IB) 50 shot at villagers along a road
connecting the communities of Zar Haw and Oak Hla in the western part of the township.

One of the casualties was identified as Yaw Defence Force (YDF) member Aung Naing, who had
been helping the residents of Zar Haw escape the advancing troops, according to YDF secretary
general Min Min.
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The identities of the civilians who were killed were not confirmed at the time of reporting.

A second YDF member, Aung Kyaw Moe, was reportedly injured after being shot in the left arm,
and a third member—Aung Ko Ko—is missing following the assault, which Min Min said was
one-sided and “not a clash.”

Several villagers have reportedly remained trapped inside Zar Haw, which has since been
occupied by the junta column.

Myanmar Now was unable to independently verify the YDF’s account of the incident.

The military council does not release information on its activities in the Yaw region, which
consists of Gangaw, Htilin and Saw townships and borders Sagaing Region and Chin State.

IB 50 was accused by locals of torching homes and killing civilians in raids in neighbouring Htilin
in early October.

The military has denied committing arson attacks on villages in central and northwestern
Myanmar.

Multiple anti-junta forces have formed in the Yaw region, frequently armed only with
handmade weapons and hunting rifles. The military is believed to have deployed some 2,000
soldiers to fight these groups, which have made the area a resistance stronghold.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/resistance-force-accuses-military-of-opening-fire-on-
fleeing-villagers-in-northwestern-myanmars

Army Restricts Essentials In Bid To Subjugate Hpakant

24th November 2022

Hpakant

The Burma Army (BA) has restricted the supply of rice
and fuel to Hpakant to prevent jade mining companies
affiliated with the Kachin Independence Army (KIA)
from operating in order to deprive the group and their
ally, the People’s Defence Force (PDF), of its financial
resources in the township in Kachin State.

“The BA wants to weaken the KIA by creating difficulties for them, so they’re banning jade
mining companies suspected of having links with the KIA” to reduce the taxes the armed groups
can collect from mines, a local told KNG on condition of anonymity. This also cuts into taxes
derived from construction projects, shops and from vehicles transporting goods into the area.
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According to Global Witness, Burma’s jade trade was worth $31 billion in 2014, accounting for
nearly half of Burma’s annual GDP. Hpakant produces the highest quality jadeite in the world,
most of which is distributed through China. However, uncontrolled mining has led to massive
deforestation and erosion, which in turn has caused landslides that have killed hundreds of
miners, who were buried alive or swept away in a massive tidal wave triggered by a mountain
of mine waste that had fallen into an artificial lake in 2020 killing about 200 miners in the
Southeast Asian country’s most horrific accident.

Both the junta and the KIA’s political wing, the Kachin Independence Organisation (KIO), rely on
the rich deposits that are found in Hpakant to fund their armies. And the Kachin armed group
distributes some of this revenue to the PDFs, other armed ethnic groups and the National Unity
Government in exile, which the junta wants to stop.

There’s little doubt that the regime’s actions will have some impact on the Kachin group in the
long run, the man said. “I think the KIO/KIA knows about this and may have to come up with a
strategy to deal with this problem.” The civilian population will suffer a lot if the regime
continues like this, he said, but it doesn’t care about the population and is willing to commit
more human rights violations to maintain its power in the area.

Locals have told KNG that mining companies are trying to get around the restrictions by
working at night, but they still need fuel and their workers need to eat. In Hpakant town, the BA
stops everyone at a checkpoint in front of Myoma police station between 7am and 10am and
between 2pm and 3pm to check their phones and vehicles.

Security has also been tightened in Lon Khin, Hseng Tawng, Sun Kywel and Gansi villages since
23 October. “They’re firing artillery at night, and last night they fired artillery from the Hpakant
Strategic Command but | cannot say why,” said a man from Hseng Tawng on condition of
anonymity.

More than 70 trucks carrying rice and fuel are stopped at the BA’s Nam Yar military checkpoint
waiting for permission to pass. According to locals, each lorry has 300 bags of rice loaded,
making a total of 21,000 bags of rice held up.

While the soldiers aren’t letting the trucks in, prices of rice and fuel have soured in Hpakant and
it’s limiting mining and affecting the income of pretty much everyone in the township, not just
the KIA, said another man who also requested anonymity. “Hpakant is ‘jade land’. Many people,
including internally displaced populations, work here. Therefore, they should take care of the
people. We're suffering from a crisis between two powers.”

At the same time, the regime has stepped up its attacks on the KIA and is increasingly targetting
civilians. Last month, regime fighter jets killed at least 78 people in an unprovoked attack on a
music concert celebrating the KIO’s 62nd anniversary in A Nang Pa in KIA’s Brigade 9. A few
days after the 23 October attack, 60 people were buried near Baw Ser Dee village near Ginsi.
During the bombardment, about 50 people died instantly, while the others died after the
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regime stopped ambulances from taking them to hospitals in Hpakant or Myitkyina towns and
prevented paramedics from reaching A Nang Pa. Soldiers arrested people who attended the
concert.

In a statement, the regime has claimed it was responding to attacks by the KIA and PDF on its
camps and that it followed the international rules of engagement during its bombardment.

NUG said the junta’s bombing was in violation of the Geneva Conventions.

Ambassadors from USA, Canada, UK, France, Australia, Germany, Italy, Netherlands, Spain,
Norway, Switzerland, Czech Republic, Finland and Denmark condemned the attacks in a
statement. “This attack underscores the military regime’s responsibility for crisis and instability
in Myanmar (Burma) and the region and its disregard for its obligation to protect civilians and
respect the principles and rules of international humanitarian law.”

Amnesty International’s Deputy Regional Director Hana Young said that “the military has shown
ruthless disregard for civilian lives in its escalating campaign against opponents. It is difficult to
believe the military did not know of a significant civilian presence at the site of this attack.”
Since the 2021 coup, she said the “military has been committing widespread...including
unlawfully killing, arbitrarily detaining, torturing and forcibly displacing civilians atrocities...in
the face of an ineffective international response to a human rights crisis that is only worsening”.

After last year’s coup d’état, the regime stopped connectivity to the township except for Mytel,
which is owned by the military. This makes it increasingly difficult to get information about
human rights violations and war crimes against the population, such as those that happened in
A Nang Pa, out of the township into the hands of rights groups and journalists.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/11/24/army-restricts-essentials-in-bid-to-subjugate-hpakant/

Southeast Myanmar’s Refugee Children Need Funding to Stay in School
By THE IRRAWADDY | 24 November 2022

Displaced children in Kayah State attend a makeshift school. (Photo:
Kayah State Teachers’ Union)

Over 31,000 refugee children from southeast Myanmar’s conflict-
. torn Kayah State are in urgent need of funding to continue their
schooling.

Despite the ongoing fighting in Kayah, students are attending community schools, including in
makeshift classrooms at camps for internally displaced persons (IDP).

The community schools have been set up by former government school teachers known locally
as ‘CDM teachers’ for their participation in the Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM), which was
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established by state employees who refuse to work under military rule. CDM teachers and
volunteers have been working since last year to provide education for displaced children.

7

One CDM teacher, who is also a spokesperson for the Kayah State Basic Education Teachers
Union, told The Irrawaddy that there are 280 community schools providing education to 31,
735 children, including primary, middle and high school students, who have missed out on
studying for over two years due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the turmoil created by the
Myanmar military’s coup.

The schools have been funded by donations from parents and local well-wishers. But with more
and families displaced by the fighting in Kayah, as the junta escalates its campaign of terror
against civilians, more funding is needed to provide children with basic school supplies.

Last month, the Kayah State’s Teachers Union, along with other fundraisers, launched a
campaign with the target of raising 300 million kyats (US$145,000) for the refugee kids.

“We want to buy textbooks and stationery for the children as their parents can no longer afford
to do so,” said the CDM teacher.

However, the campaign has failed to reach its target and so has been extended for another
month. People have until November 29 to make donations, which can be made by buying raffle
tickets via the Facebook pages of the Kayah State Teachers Union and We Love Myanmar
Global. The raffle tickets cost US$10 each.

“We only raised 46 per cent of our target. We have used that money to buy textbooks for the
children, but there are still many children who haven’t received a textbook,” said the teacher,
who urged the public to make donations.

A fundraiser from Korea who helped organize the campaign also called on people not to turn a
blind eye to the educational needs of Kayah’s displaced children.

“In armed conflicts, education is frequently not considered to be as important as other needs
and is often overlooked. But it is vital that children have the right to continue to study in these
situations,” he said.

The CDM teacher said that her students enjoyed learning and attending school, despite the
difficulties of doing so in a conflict zone.

“But they miss their homes and say they want to go back to living in their houses instead of
staying in tents,” added the teacher.

Since the Myanmar military seized power from the civilian government on February 1, 2021,
Kayah State has been one of the strongholds of resistance against the junta. Heavy fighting
between local People’s Defense Forces and military regime troops has been ongoing for over a
year.
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Junta forces have responded to their heavy losses by escalating their military operations and
violence against the local population, including indiscriminate artillery and airstrikes on civilian
targets, the killing of civilians and the torching of villages.

To escape the violence, the majority of Kayah State’s 287,000-odd people have fled to the
jungle or are in IDP camps.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/southeast-myanmars-refugee-children-need-
funding-to-stay-in-school.html

Resistance Drone Strike Kills 8 Myanmar Junta Troops in Myawaddy: Federal Wings
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 24 November 2022

At least eight junta soldiers were killed and 15 wounded when resistance drone units attacked
the regime’s Light Infantry Battalion 102 in Myawaddy Township, Karen State on Tuesday,
according to Federal Wings.

The drone unit teamed up with Yaung Ni Drone Force to launch the strike as regime troops
were taking up position in Blatdoh village, located on the Myawaddy-Worlay road in territory
controlled by the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA)’s Division 6, according to Federal
Wings’ statement.

The attack was launched under the command of the Cobra Column resistance force and Karen
National Defence Organization (KNDO) Battalion 8. Among those wounded in the strike was
junta Battalion Commander Major Zaw Myo Aung, Federal Wings said.

The drone attack came after three Cobra Column fighters were killed when their supplies truck
was ambushed by junta troops near Blatoh village on Tuesday.

Five resistance fighters managed to escape the ambush but another five were cornered in a
firefight. By the time Cobra Column reinforcements arrived, only two were left alive.

The truck had left Myawaddy carrying food and medicine for resistance forces.

Cobra Column spokesperson Ko Myo Thura Ko Ko named the casualties as Naw Eh Muu, 29,
Naw Lu Lu Phaw (aka Thida Aye), 22, and Kyaw Swar Hein, 20, adding their funerals were held
on Wednesday.

Junta troops are deploying helicopters, artillery and airstrikes against resistance forces in the
area, he said.

Four months of almost daily clashes began when a combined KNLA and Cobra Column force
seized a junta military outpost in Thaebawboe village, in the south of Myawaddy Township.
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Thousands of residents have since fled the area and taken shelter near Thaung Yin River on the
border or crossed into Thailand.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/resistance-drone-strike-kills-8-
myanmar-junta-troops-in-myawaddy-federal-wings.html

Junta blockade starving Rakhine of medicine, say residents
NOVEMBER 24, 2022 | By FRONTIER

A woman washes clothes at a camp for internally displaced
persons in Myothit monastery in Mrauk-U, Rakhine State in
August 2020. (Frontier)

Restrictions imposed since the resumption of fighting with

the Arakan Army have left Rakhine State dangerously short
of medical supplies, which critics say is a form of collective

punishment.

“Due to the shortage of medicines, we respectfully inform you that the remaining medicine will
only be available for emergency patients,” reads a notice scrawled on a whiteboard at a state-
run cottage hospital in Rakhine State that went viral on social media.

The Myanmar military regime has reportedly been blocking medicine and pharmaceuticals from
reaching Rakhine since mid-September, while also restricting general travel along most water
routes and many land routes.

The move follows the resumption of fighting with the Arakan Army, which has plunged the
state back into chaos after a 20-month informal ceasefire agreed to in November 2020.

Ko Kyaw Zan* from Rakhine’s Rathedaung Township said ever since the February 2021 military
coup, patients have had to pay for services at public hospitals that used to be provided free of
charge. Meanwhile, the new medical blockade has created a shortage, ratcheting prices up
even more, as he found when he accompanied his pregnant wife to the Rathedaung cottage
hospital to give birth in mid-October.

“Now, in-patients have to buy the medicine they need from pharmacies outside the hospital
because medicines are no longer provided free of charge,” he told Frontier on November 15.

“At some pharmacies, certain medicines are out of stock. That’s why we have to pay high
prices,” he said, claiming he had to pay for medicine and even surgical gloves out of pocket.

Daw Yin Yin Wai*, a 65-year-old-resident of Minbya Township, also in Rakhine, has been taking
Vastarel MR for hypertension for about six years. She said in October, the price for a pack of 30
tablets rose from K10,500 to K18,000 (USS5 to SUS8.66 at the official exchange rate) in most
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pharmacies. But more alarmingly, since the beginning of November, she hasn’t been able to
find the medication in any of the township’s 30 pharmacies and only has enough supply to last
until the end of the month.

“Patients with chronic diseases will suffer more if they can no longer take their regular
medicines,” she told Frontier this month. “There may be many deaths.”

“The junta’s ban on bringing in pharmaceutical products is indirectly killing Rakhine people by
denying them access to medical care,” said veteran Rakhine politician and former lawmaker U
Pe Than, who went as far as to compare the restrictions to “genocide”.

Supplies dwindle

Figures released by the junta’s health ministry in August last year showed that Rakhine State
has 72 state-run hospitals. The largest has 500 beds, but most of the facilities — 54 — are cottage
hospitals, with around 16 beds each.

Residents, civil society workers and charity groups interviewed by Frontier confirmed that
nearly all government hospitals, and especially cottage hospitals, have experienced acute
medical shortages in recent weeks.

The superintendents of cottage hospitals in Minbya, Maungdaw, Mrauk-U and Rathedaung
townships did not respond to requests for comment.

A doctor at a cottage hospital in Ponnagyun Township Rakhine-based media

outlet Development Media Group that restrictions on land travel in many townships have
created a surge of patients at the Ponnagyun hospital, because they were unable to travel to
the state capital Sittwe to seek treatment or buy medicine.

“I don’t think the existing stocks will last for two weeks,” he said.
It’s a similar story at the state’s pharmacies.

“About nine townships in the northern part of the state are badly affected by this. Although
pharmacies are open, they don’t have much medicine,” an activist helping people displaced by
the recent fighting told Frontier.

A limited number of pharmaceuticals are being supplied to the state by plane, said the manager
of a Sittwe-based pharmaceutical company, who spoke on the condition of anonymity.

Ko Thein Tun*, who owns a pharmacy in Pauktaw Township, told Frontier this month that his
stock of pharmaceuticals was down to about half, and he feared he might have to close his
business next month.

The dire situation led around 40 pharmaceutical companies and pharmacies to write to the
Rakhine Traders’ Association on October 24 to appeal for help in negotiating with the junta to
bring in supplies from outside Rakhine, warning of a looming supply crisis.
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The association wrote to the Rakhine State Administration Council, the junta’s local governing
body, two days later, but as of November 18 had not heard back, according to RTA President U
Tin Aung Oo. He told Frontier the RTA has asked pharmaceutical companies to write up a list of
the most commonly used drugs, medicines and vaccines in order to submit to the Rakhine SAC
for permission to deliver.

Meanwhile, the junta’s healthcare officials continue to insist that the situation is under control.
Rakhine State Health Department Director Dr Kyi Lwin told Frontier on November 14 that
medicine was being distributed to government hospitals in need.

He said the Rakhine SAC would grant approval to deliver supplies to any state hospital if it
submitted a list of what they needed. However, he did not give a clear answer when asked how
many hospitals have received such shipments so far.

He blamed any shortages on the conflict, rather than an intentional plan to withhold supplies.

“We normally distribute medicines to the hospitals every month. However, there are restricted
areas, such as war zones, and locations that are difficult to reach. Because of these restrictions
we sometimes must wait days to receive permission from the state government to distribute
medicines,” Kyi Lwin said.

Frontier tried repeatedly to call Rakhine SAC spokesperson U Hla Thein for comment, but he did
not answer his phone.

Medical officers from the AA vaccinate civilians for
COVID-19 in Rathedaung Township in 2021,
demonstrating the increased reach of its
administration. (Supplied)

Junta ‘wants residents to blame the AA’

But the activist assisting IDPs said the junta is blocking
aid to prevent supplies from getting to the AA, and to
make life difficult for locals so they will stop supporting the armed group.

“The junta is blocking aid in the state because it wants residents to blame the AA,” he said.

The military has also detained numerous individuals involved in bringing pharmaceuticals into
Rakhine, often accusing them of having ties to the AA. This is part of a broader arrest
campaign seemingly intended to disrupt the AA’s budding civilian administration, which has
taken root across much of the state.

Multiple sources in Rakhine civil society and politics estimated to Frontier that around 500
people, including healthcare and social workers, have been arrested by the junta since the coup
on suspicion of supporting or associating with the AA.
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Rakhine outlet Narinjara has documented a series of high-profile healthcare-linked arrests in
recent months. In late September, Dr Win Naing Soe was detained for nine days in Myebon
Township after trying to send medicine to the Nga Pa Thone cottage hospital by boat. In early
October, a pharmacy owner in Mrauk-U town was held overnight and questioned.

But not everybody is lucky to get a quick release. Nine boat owners were arrested on October
12 and charged under the Inland Water Transport Law for trying to deliver medical supplies
from Sittwe to Rathedaung. And on October 15 in Maungdaw Township, soldiers

reportedly detained four volunteer social workers from the Ga Ya Nar Network charity group,
including the organisation’s president. They remain in detention facing charges under the
Unlawful Associations Act for allegedly supporting the AA.

“We help people of any race or any religion,” a member of the charity group told Frontier on
condition of anonymity, referring to Rakhine’s mixed population of Rakhine Buddhists,
Rohingya Muslims and smaller groups. “Locals may face a health crisis because all of our
activities have stopped now.”

The junta has also restricted international humanitarian access to at least six conflict-affected
townships in central and northern Rakhine since September 15.

“The restrictions mean that we are unable to help displaced locals who need assistance. | have
been very worried for them since we had to stop all our activities,” said a Myanmar employee
of the International Rescue Committee, a New York-based NGO.

Former MP Pe Than said the junta’s actions show that it is not interested in fulfilling the role of
a government, which it claims to be despite widespread rejection from the people of Myanmar.

“Governments are responsible for protecting peoples’ health and peace. There should be no
shortage of medical supplies in Rakhine State. This is not good government,” he said.

* denotes the use of pseudonym for safety reasons

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/junta-blockade-starving-rakhine-of-medicine-say-

residents/

Nearly 60 Myanmar Regime Forces Killed in Two Days of Resistance Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 24 November 2022

At least 57 regime forces were killed in the last two days as People’s Defense Force groups
(PDFs) continued to attack regime targets across the country.

In one case, two pro-regime militia members surrendered to a PDF group with stolen military
weapons.
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Incidents were reported in Sagaing, Magwe, Bago and Yangon regions and Mon and Kayah
states.

The Irrawaddy has collected the following reports of significant attacks from PDFs.
Some military casualty figures could not be independently verified.
30 regime forces killed in fierce clash with PDFs in Sagaing

Resistance fighters during an operation in Khin U
Township, Sagaing Region. / KSO

At least 30 regime forces were killed in Khin U
Township, Sagaing Region on Wednesday morning
when Khin U Region Defense Alliance Force used
~land mines and firearms to ambush 100 regime
. forces attempting to raid Mon Hla Village, the PDF

group said.

After being supported with artillery strikes by reinforcements from Ye U Township and an
hourlong series of air strikes by an Mi-35 helicopter gunship, the regime forces occupied Mon
Hla Village in the evening. In the junta attack, three PDF fighters suffered injuries and a resident
was killed.

The regime forces torched houses in the village in the evening.

On the same day, another military detachment of 80 troops that arrested four civilians and
killed two residents raided villages in the north of the township.

Two regime troops killed by PDF land mines in Sagaing

Resistance group Black Wolf PDF claimed it and two other PDF groups killed two regime forces
in Wetlet Township, Sagaing Region on Wednesday when they used two land mines to ambush
10 regime forces from a police outpost in Hla Taw Village.

The regime forces were ambushed as they were leaving the village, the PDF group said.
Regime forces bombed by PDF drones in Sagaing

Some regime forces are believed to have been killed or injured in Sagaing Township, Sagaing
Region on Tuesday when 10 PDF groups used five drones to bomb regime camps and the house
of a pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia leader in Marlal Taw Village, claimed Myinmu Revolution
Force, which conducted the drone strikes.

The combined groups said they used five drones and five bombs to attack the regime targets.

An aerial video shot by the PDF groups shows frightened regime forces fleeing chaotically
during the PDF’s drone strikes.
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Three junta police including a chief killed in Mon

Three junta policemen including the chief of the township police station were killed in Ye
Township, Mon Sate on Wednesday when resistance fighters of Ye Belu PDF group ambushed a
vehicle carrying police officers, the PDF group said.

The PDF group said it attacked the police vehicle near military Battalion 9 in Ye Township.
In the raid, two weapons and ammunition were seized.

A video shot by the PDF groups shows PDF fighters attacking a vehicle.

Six junta police killed in Magwe

Six junta police officers were killed and two others injured in Pauk Township, Magwe Region on
Tuesday when seven PDF groups from four townships jointly attacked the Kaine Lal Police
Station, said Myaing-PDF, which was involved in the raid.

In the raid, five PDF fighters also suffered minor injuries. Resistance forces abandoned their
attempt to occupy the police station as more junta reinforcements arrived in the area.

12 regime forces killed by PDF land mines in Magwe

Heavy improvised mines used by PDF groups to attack
regime targets in Myaing Township, Magwe Region. /
Myaing-PDF

Myaing-PDF claimed to have killed 12 regime forces and
injured many others when it used eight heavy land
mines to ambush a military convoy outside the town of
Myaing in Magwe Region on Wednesday.

The convoy was ambushed while traveling to meet and
transport a military detachment including police officers and their family members who
abandoned the police outpost in Bahin Village on Tuesday.

In the ambush, a military vehicle was damaged and regime forces fled the area. Following the
ambush, regime forces torched houses in nearby Kyaung Kan Village, the PDF group said.

Two junta soldiers killed in PDF ambush in Magwe

At least two regime forces were killed and many others injured in Pauk Township, Magwe
Region on Wednesday when several PDF groups from four townships jointly ambushed a
military detachment burning villages in the township, said Myaing-PDF, which joined the
attacks.
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On that morning, the PDF groups used six land mines to attack 100 junta troops including pro-
regime Pyu Saw Htee militia members burning houses in Nyaung Yin Village. Before the arson
attack, the regime forces burned down Sa Thein Village.

In the ambush, two soldiers died and four others were injured. On that evening, four junta
soldiers were gunned down when the PDF groups attacked regime forces leaving the village,
said Myaing-PDF.

Two pro-regime militia members surrender in Magwe

Military weapons and ammunition surrendered by two pro-
regime militia defectors to a PDF group in Myaing Township
on Wednesday. / Myaing-PDF

Two Pyu Saw Htee pro-regime militia members surrendered
\ to Battalion 1 of Myaing-PDF in Myaing Township, Magwe
g Region on Wednesday, the PDF group said.

i, Sl Militia members Ko Khine Zaw Win and Ko Phoe Chit fled to
the PDF group after adding sleeping pills to the food of their 13 comrades including four
soldiers. The two also surrendered three weapons and ammunition they stole from the sleeping
regime forces.

The PDF group said it awarded 5 million kyats each to the men for defecting and transported
the two ex-militia members to a liberated area.

Military checkpoint bombed in Yangon

At least eight regime forces were killed or injured in Yangon’s Hmawbi Township on Wednesday
when two urban resistance groups used two remote-controlled bombs to attack a military
checkpoint on the No. 4 highway near Thae Phyu Village, claimed Yangon Urban Guerrilla Army,
which was involved in the attack.

In the attack, a junta vehicle and motorbikes were destroyed.
Police outpost bombed in Bago

A police building was burned down in Moenyo Township, Bago Region on Tuesday night when
Moenyo-PDF used a cluster of mines to attack the outpost in Pattaw Village, said Bago
Regional-PDF group.

In the attack, seven junta policemen fled the outpost without defending it. The PDF’s video
shows a building burning after being bombed.

Following the PDF attack, 40 regime reinforcements have been stationed at the police outpost,
the PDF group said.
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Two regime forces killed in PDF ambush in Kayah

A resistance sniper from Demoso PDF Battalion 1106
during a clash with regime forces in Demoso Township on
Wednesday. / DMO-PDF Battalion 1106

At least two junta soldiers were killed and three others
injured in Demoso Township, Kayah State on Wednesday
when combined PDF groups attacked regime forces
stationed in the Thae Taung area of the township, said
Demoso PDF Battalion 1106, which joined the raid.

DMO :{ayo‘i(ooo@)mﬁqé:

Regime forces responded with heavy explosives and automatic firearms but all PDF fighters
were able to retreat from the site without casualties.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/nearly-60-myanmar-regime-forces-
killed-in-two-days-of-resistance-attacks.html

Myanmar Junta Informant Ex-Colonel Shot Dead in Yangon
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 24 November 2022

A retired colonel and regime informant was shot dead at his home in Thingangyun Township,
Yangon Region, on Thursday by unknown gunmen, according to residents.

Zaw Naing Win lived in Thuwanna ward, also known as Bogyoke Ywar meaning generals’ village,
with other former military personnel.

Residents said he was a well-known informant for the regime.

“I heard he was watering his plants this morning in his garden when a group shot him,” said a
resident.

People’s resistance groups members sheltering in nearby Ein Jin, Tharaphi and Gamone streets,
were seized based on Zaw Naing Win’s information, the resident said.

The residents said Zaw Naing Win, around 60, hired security guards but they failed to protect
him. The ex-colonel died on the way to hospital.

No group has claimed responsibility.

In September, retired brigadier general and diplomat Ohn Thwin was shot dead by anti-regime
guerrilla fighters in Yangon, becoming the highest-ranking target killed by resistance groups
since late last year.
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The 72-year-old was gunned down at his home in Hlaing Township. His son-in-law Ye Tayza, a
former army captain, was shot dead when he tried to protect the general.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-informant-ex-colonel-shot-dead-in-
yangon.html

Chair of Myanmar Military’s Proxy Party Vows to Fight Resistance Movement
By THE IRRAWADDY | 24 November 2022

The head of the Myanmar military’s proxy Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP)
described resistance fighters battling the military dictatorship as “thoughtless” on Monday
during a meeting with USDP members in Sagaing Region’s Monywa.

U Khin Yi vowed also to “wipe away tears, grip the sword, move a step forward and fight” the
People’s Defense Forces (PDF), according to the USDP’s Facebook.

The hardline nationalist also challenged the PDFs during a November 3 meeting with USDP
members in Tatkon Township in Naypyitaw: “You can kill me. | am a former military officer. | am
in charge of the USDP. I’'m the true pillar [of the regime]. | am the hardcore. Why don’t you
come and kill me?” the 70-year-old said as he condemned the killing of USDP members.

Led by former generals, the USDP took the lead role in organizing pro-military rallies before and
after the February 2021 coup and has helped the regime arrest opponents and dissidents. USDP
members have also joined the junta-backed Pyu Saw Htee militia.

The USDP said that over 1,600 of its members and supporters have died at the hands of anti-
junta forces since the military takeover.

While meeting USDP members in Sagaing, a stronghold of the resistance and the Spring
Revolution against the military regime, U Khin Yi called for better security arrangements for
USDP offices and members. He comforted the relatives of slain party members and told
members to be ready to fight the PDFs when the time is ripe.

“I’ve come here to help you, to listen to your concerns and solve your problems,” U Khin Yi told
the USDP members.

But despite his challenge to the PDFs, U Khin Yi did not dare to travel to Sagaing by road,
instead arriving by air.

Since being appointed as the USDP chair last month, U Khin Yi has travelled extensively in
Yangon, Mandalay and Ayeyarwady regions, devoting himself to inflaming nationalism,
slamming the National League for Democracy (NLD) and encouraging party members to fight
the PDFs.
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Echoing the claims of the Myanmar military, the former brigadier general accused the ousted
NLD government of electoral fraud and of failing to protect Buddhism in Myanmar.

“[If the Myanmar military had not seized power], you might not have a Buddha altar in your
house now,” said U Khin Yi.

A henchman of successive military dictators, U Khin Yi oversaw the brutal 2007 crackdown on
the nationwide anti-regime movement known as the Saffron Revolution. He also oversaw the
house arrest of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi under the previous regime.

He served as Minister for Immigration and Population in U Thein Sein’s quasi-civilian
administration. U Khin Yi was also involved in planning the 2021 coup while serving as a vice
chair of the USDP, organizing pro-military rallies in which so-called military sympathizers went
on the rampage in Yangon, punching and stabbing those who denounced them.

After the coup, U Khin Yi was again appointed Minister for Immigration and Population, before
taking over as USDP chair. It is thought he was put in place by regime chief Min Aung Hlaing to
oversee the election the junta plans to hold next year, which Min Aung Hlaing hopes will enable
him to seize the presidency.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/chair-of-myanmar-militarys-proxy-party-vows-to-
fight-resistance-movement.html

Myanmar junta to enact new political party registration law
By Mizzima |

A Burmese junta-appointed Union Election Commission (UEC) official said that it would enact a
new Political Parties Registration Law before the junta’s planned election, due to be held in
2023.

The comment was made by UEC spokesperson, Khin Maung Oo, during a UEC Information Team
press conference on 18 November. He said that the reason for enacting the new law was to
strengthen political parties.

Khin Maung Oo said: “There were more than 90 political parties [in the 2020 general elections]

but, only 20 of them won parliamentary seats.” He added that most of the political parties that

contested the 2020 elections were so weak that they were only able to field candidates in three
constituencies.

Khin Maung Oo did not elaborate on how the law would be modified to strengthen political
parties. Observers have no idea of what the intended law changes will be, but most believe that
any changes in electoral laws are likely to favour the junta's proxy party, the Union Solidarity
and Development Party (USDP).
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Holding new elections is one of the points in the junta’s five-point road map. But, anti-junta
protesters in Myanmar and most international observers have said that any elections organised
by the junta will be neither free nor fair and will be nothing but a sham designed to improve the
junta’s international standing by giving it a veneer of legitimacy.

https://mizzima.com/article/myanmar-junta-enact-new-political-party-registration-law

Col Khun Okker: Junta Doesn’t Want Federalism

By Network Media Group | Thursday, November 24, 2022

T el Pa-0 leader Col Khun Okker said Burma’s junta wasn’t

interested in a federal democratic system because it
threatened its power. “It would be better for them to
withdraw from politics with dignity”, but it seems they
aren’t willing to do so because “democracy would hurt
their power and authority as a military regime”.

_ Khun Okker told NMG that “their policy is to keep all the
power and only give something away when it’s absolutely necessary”. The ethnic armed groups
have been trying to negotiate for self-determination,equality and a federalism, but the junta
keeps all the power in its hands while pretending to be the main player during negotiations, the
leader said.

“They push their policy of nationalist politics and that’s why nothing new comes out of the
meetings. They believe that they hold the sovereignty of this country and that only they can
bring about change.”

Even former heads of state Thein Sein and Aung San Suu Kyi seemed resistant to real
democratic transformation, the Pa-O leader explained. After negotiating with the two Bamar
(Burmese) leaders, “I don’t know if they themselves want to change the political system”.

All the military regimes in the Southeast Asian nation have ignored the ethnic population’s
longstanding desire for self-determination and political equality, which they now believe could
be achieved through a federal democracy. Instead of creating space for political dialogue and
negotiations, the army has tried to wipe out the ethnic armed groups to suppress resistance.

In 2010, Thein Sein’s government signed ceasefires with many of the groups with the promise
that political dialogue would be forthcoming but it didn’t happen under his watch. In 2015,
before his term ended, some of the groups signed the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA).
But several groups fighting the military weren’t invited to the negotiating table, and others,
such as the Kachin Independence Organisation, decided not to join unless the army left its
territory and started political talks prior to it signing the so-called peace deal.
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Signatories of the NCA attempted to negotiate with the newly elected National League for
Democracy led by State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi, but the army continued to block any
meaningful requests and nothing was implemented. After last year’s coup, all political
negotiations came to a standstill and the people’s desire for a federalist system has became an
even more distant dream.

https://www.nmg-news.net/2022/11/24/22281

An Assessment of Myanmar’s Parallel Civilian Govt After Almost 2 Years of Revolution
By BANYAR AUNG | 24 November 2022

In Myanmar’s Spring Revolution against the military regime, it is indisputable that the civilian
National Unity Government (NUG) has emerged as the main force driving the resistance — even
though some might not like the parallel government.

As it confronts various challenges apart from the junta’s military crackdown, the NUG has also
faced criticism from other forces and individuals.

The parallel government was formed on April 16 last year and is now over 19 months old. Its
armed wing, the People’s Defense Forces (PDF), was formed just a month later in May.

The NUG differs from a political party formed by people with common political views and
specific objectives.

It emerged as a political grouping entrusted by the people to lead the armed resistance against
a junta using military violence against citizens who oppose the coup.

The NUG is focused on armed resistance and armaments. It called for the establishment of the
PDF and was able to form armed groups at a basic level. It managed to bring together the
scattered resistance forces. If we are to assess the strengths and weaknesses of the NUG, our
focus should be on its armed wing, the PDF.

When the military seized power in February last year, people peacefully demanded that
democracy be restored. But after their relatives and friends were brutally killed in the junta’s
crackdown on peaceful protests, protesters took up whatever weapons were available to
protect themselves and others, thereby leading to the birth of PDFs.

While some PDFs were directly formed by the NUG, others were formed independently by local
people. Resistance groups can be broadly divided into PDFs, Local Defense Forces (LDFs), and
People’s Defense Teams (PDTs). PDFs are the largest in number and are recognized by the NUG.

In other words, PDFs are local resistance groups operating in their own regions with recognition
from the NUG, and are under the command of the NUG and ethnic armed organizations (EAOs).
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EAOs have combat experience, having fought the Myanmar military either militarily or
politically for decades. They have strong armies and large territories under their control. The
Spring Revolution has seen the combination of experienced ethnic armed groups and novice
PDFs.

LDFs are fighting a guerrilla war against the regime, outside the command of the NUG. PDTs are
mainly intended for the protection and safety of local people. Generally speaking, PDFs are part
of the revolutionary army, while LDFs and PDTs are local defense forces formed independently
by residents to protect their communities.

PDFs

Today, there are 221 PDF battalions under the command of the NUG across the country. If
combined with battalions of Karenni Nationalities Defense Force (KNDF) and Chinland Defense
Force (CDF), there are some 300 battalions nationwide. Some 63 PDF battalions are reportedly
still waiting for recognition by the NUG’s Defense Ministry.

PDFs comprise roughly 65,000 members. About 25 percent of them have been armed like a
regular army while some 40 percent have home-made guns.

Each PDF battalion has around 200 to 500 members, organized in sections, platoons, and
companies according to the structure of a regular army.

LDFs

The NUG estimates that there were around 401 LDFs as of April this year. LDFs outnumber PDFs
and PDTs.

Though not under the command of the NUG or EAOs, some 354 LDFs cooperate with them
informally.

Some 100 LDF groups have reportedly transformed into PDFs. LDFs vary in size, but it is
estimated that there are some 30,000 LDF members. About 25 percent of LDFs have
transformed into PDFs in the past six months.

Many of the LDFs are financially independent, and some are equipped and trained by powerful
EAOs. LDFs are mainly engaged in landmine attacks, ambush and sneak attacks, and operations
to hamper junta administrative functions in their regions.

PDTs

PDTs were formed by the NUG to carry out guerrilla attacks in towns, help PDFs, rally people,
provide logistical support, and offer basic military training for new resistance members.

According to the NUG, there are some 250 PDTs in 330 townships across Myanmar. Many of
them were formed at village levels following last year’s coup, especially in the resistance
strongholds of Sagaing and Magwe regions.
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Formed as village-level units, PDTs also work together at township level. They are mainly
equipped with home-made guns and are the basic foundation that connects communities with
the national revolution.

Three Military Division Commands (MDCs) have been formed to command PDFs. Some 200 PDF
battalions are under the command of MDC 1, which oversees operations in Kachin and Chin
states and Sagaing, Magwe and Mandalay regions; some 50 PDF battalions are under the
command of MDC 2 and 3, which oversee operations in Karen, Mon and Kayah (Karenni) states.

Resistance forces have reportedly set up some 70 workshops to manufacture weapons. The
NUG Defense Ministry is also creating a war office to improve the chain of command. However,
with only 60 percent of PDFs armed so far, much more needs to be done to arm the rest and
supply ammunition.

Nevertheless, the NUG has basically formed and equipped an army to fight the defensive war it
has declared against Myanmar’s military regime. This is the core strength of the NUG.

Yet despite being recognized by most people in Myanmar as the legitimate government, the
NUG still cannot procure arms from any country through official channels. And no country has
supplied arms to the NUG. Under such circumstances, the shadow government cannot arm
some 60,000 PDF fighters quickly, though more weapons than expected were supplied as the
NUG has spent a large proportion of its funds on armaments.

By comparison, it took 13 years for Rakhine State’s ethnic armed group, the Arakan Army, to
form and equip its force of 30,000 troops. It also took some 13 years for the Myanmar National
Democratic Alliance Army to revive and rearm after the fighting in 2009. And it took nearly 12
years for the Ta’ang National Liberation Army to raise an army of 8,000 troops.

Compared with those groups, the NUG has arguably done well in serving the popular armed
revolt.

Another strength of the NUG is its capacity to generate funds for the resistance movement. It
has developed innovative means, such as the Spring Lottery, bonds, sale of land plots and NUG-
Pay, to raise funds.

It had raised USS55 million as of October this year, and some 4 billion kyats circulated during
the trial run of NUG-Pay. Its administrative networks are also providing public services in PDF-
controlled areas.

These achievements by the NUG have surprised local and international observers. The military
regime found it had badly miscalculated when it failed to crush the resistance movement
quickly and easily.

Its achievements have earned NUG wider recognition on the international stage. Meanwhile
the military regime has been shunned by the United Nations and ASEAN. The recent ASEAN
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Summit recognized the need to engage with the NUG in resolving Myanmar’s crisis, which came
as a serious blow to a regime that has declared the NUG and PDF as terrorist organizations.

A functioning army, financial flexibility and functioning administrative mechanisms are what
make the NUG different from the shadow government of the post-1988 pro-democracy
uprising, the National Coalition Government of the Union of Burma.

NUG weaknesses

The NUG been criticized for failing to take proper care of striking civil servants, who formed the
core of the Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM), and defectors from the regime’s military and
police. There is also criticism that some NUG leaders are disengaged from the situation on the
ground, which is a typical shortcoming of organizations.

NUG has four serious weaknesses that it needs address urgently.

The first is giving false hope to the people; the second is military miscalculation; the third is
unrealistic reliance on foreign intervention; and the fourth is differing political views among
NUG members.

NUG cabinet members, top row, from left: NUG
' _ A Acting President Duwa Lashi La, Foreign Affairs

| g $5  Minister Daw Zin Mar Aung, Defense Minister U
N ™ 7/ g@i» Yce Mon, Prime Minister Mahn Win Khaing Than,
™ Human Rights Minister U Aung Myo Min. Bottom

30| row from left: Health and Education Minister Dr.

~ 9y 1 ; Zaw Wai Moe, Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster

- e isaopy  VMAanagement Minister Dr. Win Myat Aye,
International Cooperation Minister Dr. Sa Sa,

Federal Union Affairs Dr. Lian Hmung Sakhong, Planning, Finance and Investment Minister U Tin
Tun Naing

[ 4

Politicians who later became members of the NUG and National Unity Consultative Council
were offering false hope right at the beginning of anti-coup protests. They said the coup could
be overturned if civil servants maintained their strike for one month, and that there would be
foreign intervention under the Responsibility to Protect (R2P) rule if the CDM lasted for two
months.

Some of them continue to give false hopes even now, though people now understand that their
personal views do not represent NUG policy.

The armed resistance is a marathon not a sprint. For a sprint you need strength, for a marathon
you need perseverance. So, people need a strong mentality and resilience to fight. The NUG
must act to prevent its ministers from giving false hopes.
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The second weakness concerns military affairs. The enemy seems to have weakened, but its
brutality has not. The NUG needs to learn from the folly of the Communist of Party of Burma,
which planned to win its fight in two years. It is impossible to achieve this armed revolution in
two years. Observers with extensive knowledge of Myanmar, like security analyst Anthony
Davis, warn that a rushed transition from guerrilla to semi-conventional tactics could spell
defeat for the NUG.

Some 25 percent of PDFs have been properly armed, and to arm the rest is a matter of utmost
urgency, setting aside the need to supply them with ammunition.

We must remember that armed revolution needs systematic planning, and fantasies will not
win the fight.

Third, the NUG should not hold unrealistic expectations about foreign intervention. The parallel
government has recently won greater recognition from the international community and
ASEAN thanks to the efforts of people and PDFs bravely fighting the regime.

Some NUG personnel said the greater recognition brought greater likelihood of foreign
intervention under R2P. They should stop daydreaming. International recognition is the result
of efforts made by people in the country. The NUG should therefore focus its efforts inside the
country. Without this, it will not win international recognition.

The fourth weakness is political differences within the NUG. To reiterate: the NUG is not a
political party. It is a grouping of political forces with different ideologies who have gathered
together to bring down a military dictatorship and establish a federal Union.

It is a grouping of different ethnic and political groups that also have different interpretations of
federalism. It comprises various groups that have taken up arms to implement their political
objectives.

It is important for the NUG to settle its internal political differences. At present, it is impossible
for the military regime to destroy the NUG politically or militarily. But the NUG may collapse if a
consensus cannot be reached among members with different political ideologies.

So, it is key for the NUG to negotiate internally and build consensus among members on
political issues, especially on federalism, to sustain its efforts over the long term and achieve
victory.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/analysis/an-assessment-of-myanmars-parallel-civilian-
govt-after-almost-2-years-of-revolution.html
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India’s Disturbing Ties with Myanmar Junta
By ANGSHUMAN CHOUDHURY | 24 November 2022

On November 22, India’s Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) put out a short, three-point press
release announcing the working visit of foreign secretary, Vinay Mohan Kwatra, to Myanmar.

Without saying too many things, it revealed one thing very unambiguously — as far as the
relationship between the Indian government and the junta is concerned, it is business as usual.

The press release notes that the two sides discussed “maintenance of security and stability in
the border areas” and “bilateral development cooperation projects”. Kwatra also “raised the
issue of human trafficking by international crime syndicates in the Myawaddy area of Myanmar
in which many Indian nationals have been caught and reviewed”.

Going by the Indian tweets, the foreign secretary met all regime leaders, including chief Min
Aung Hlaing and foreign minister Wunna Maung Lwin. There were some photo ops where
hands were shaken and polite smiles exchanged. The junta mouthpiece the Global New Light of
Myanmar reported Kwatra’s meeting with Min Aung Hlaing on its front page.

What is notable is that the MEA and the Indian Embassy in Yangon publicized the meetings
between the visiting foreign secretary and the junta leadership on Twitter, which wasn’t the
case when former Indian foreign secretary, Harsh Vardhan Shringla, visited Min Aung Hlaing in
December 2021.

This suggests New Delhi is now more confident in engaging with the junta than before and
doesn’t mind trumpeting it in the open. In other words, it is willing to give the regime the
international legitimacy that it so desperately craves. In return, it expects fidelity and
cooperation.

New language, new approach?

This time the Indian side referred to the junta as “the senior leadership of Myanmar”. The

MEA press release after Shingla’s visit last year used the term State Administration Council,
which is what the junta calls itself. This year’s phrase takes New Delhi one step closer to
recognizing the regime as the legitimate government of Myanmar. This isn’t surprising. Since
the early 1990s, India has unwaveringly maintained a policy of recognizing whoever is in
effective control of Naypyitaw as the legitimate government of all of Myanmar — which may not
reflect the reality on the ground.

Notably, this year’s press release was significantly shorter than last year’s, showing India’s
narrowing approach towards post-coup Myanmar.

As opposed to Shringla, Kwatra only broached a very small set of issues with the junta
leadership, at least publicly. These cover India’s own strategic and economic interests;
initiatives that help New Delhi maintain its footprint in its eastern neighborhood.
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Most prominently they relate to the resumption of work on the Kaladan Multimodal Transit
Transport Project and the India-Myanmar-Thailand trilateral highway — both of which are New
Delhi’s flagship connectivity projects in Myanmar. India’s engagement with the Border Area
Development Programme and Rakhine State Development Programme was also brought up.

All of these were mentioned, in almost the same language, in last year’s press release.

But Shringla also raised India’s interest in seeing a democratic Myanmar, the release of political
prisoners, cessation of violence, support for the ASEAN peace process and provision of
humanitarian aid to the people. He also expressed hope to see Myanmar “emerge as a stable,
democratic federal union in accordance with the wishes of the people of Myanmar”.

None of this was mentioned in the recent press release. Omissions are revealing.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s government now seems more reluctant to publicly pressure
the junta.

By dodging issues that the junta might find unpalatable, India hopes to appease the regime in
return for full cooperation in securing its interests. As New Delhi’s tunnel-vision goes, poking
the regime could result in India losing access in Naypyitaw and, as a result, ceding ground to
China.

But one wonders what good is this “access” when it comes at the cost of losing goodwill
amongst the majority in Myanmar and, ironically, ending up looking exactly like China.

Losing public goodwill

By now it should be clear that the junta is unpopular, including with the Bamar majority from
which previous regimes drew legitimacy.

To parley with this regime is to alienate mainstream civil society, political leaders and the
majority of the people.

No diplomatic strategy can sustain for long without public support in the partner country and
India is already losing out.

Social media responses to the MEA tweets reveal the surging anger and frustration towards
India.

“We, the people of Myanmar, will never forget what India did to us during our most difficult
times. India is writing a hideous history,” says one reply.

“A disgrace, India working with barbaric terrorists. If India really wishes to offer its ‘support to
democratic transition in Myanmar’ then it should work with @ NUGMyanmar rather than the
repulsive and failing Min Aung Hlaing terror organization,” wrote one account titled Please Help
Save Myanmar.
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Earlier this year, the foreign minister of the National Unity Government (NUG), Daw Zin Mar
Aung, told me in an interview that she feels India is not supporting the pro-democracy
movement as it was expected to.

What she said reflected a broader sentiment in Myanmar that India is no longer living up to its
positive image as the world’s largest democracy and a model of democratic federalism.

The people feel betrayed by India’s pro-junta diplomacy.
Short-sighted policy

India’s decision to move closer to the junta is confounding not just because of its moral vacuity
but also its political and strategic myopia.

The junta is a pathologically unreliable actor that only cares about its predatory interests. It will
always choose to preserve its networks of loyalty and profit over India’s interests. Recent
developments have only reaffirmed this.

Over the last few months, Indian media reports have revealed how hundreds of young Indian IT
specialists have been trafficked into a Chinese-run scam in the village of Shwe Kokko on the
Thai border in Myawaddy Township. This mega-racket is protected by the Border Guard Force,
a Karen militia led by the warlord Saw Chit Thu and allied to Myanmar’s junta.

The border force is able to operate in that area because the junta is allowing it to do so, in
exchange for loyalty in the ongoing war with the Karen National Union.

The Indian press release does mention this but the story in the junta media does not.

So we don’t know whether the junta agreed to ensure the release of Indians who are still
trapped in Shwe Kokko or direct the border militia to guarantee that no Indians will be
trafficked into Myawaddy in the future.

One hopes that is the case but the reality is unsettling. Several Indians who have managed to
escape have told horror stories of forced labor, physical deprivation and torture in Shwe Kokko.

While the Indian government has managed to rescue several of them, one escapee recently
told me that the response from the Indian Embassy in facilitating their extraction had been
painfully slow.

Earlier this year, several media reports indicated that the junta was recruiting anti-India
militants from Assam and Manipur as mercenaries in its war against the resistance in Sagaing
Region. In exchange, these militants were being given safe haven inside Myanmar and bases for
attacks against Indian forces along the border.

Shringla raised this last December but there is no evidence the junta has stopped giving refuge
to Indian insurgents.
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A disturbing dissonance

Later this year India will officially take on the presidency of the G20. The official theme for the
Indian presidency is “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam”, Sanskrit for “one earth, one family, one
future”. While revealing the official logo of the presidency earlier in November, Modi said: “The
world is going through the after-effects of a disruptive once-in-a-century pandemic, conflicts
and a lot of economic uncertainty... The symbol of the lotus in the G20 logo is a representation
of hope at this time. No matter how adverse the circumstances, the lotus still blooms. Even if
the world is in a deep crisis, we can still progress and make the world a better place.”

India’s policy on Myanmar belies these grand assertions of hope, humanity and inclusion. By
backing a regime which maims, displaces and deprives its citizens, India can hardly expect to
position itself as a global leader fit to “make the world a better place”.

One may argue that in realpolitik diplomacy, there is little place for human rights and moralistic
idealism. But to talk about “people-centric development” on one hand and shake hands with a
brutal military leader at war with the people on the other isn’t diplomatic dexterity, it is a
comprehensive foreign policy own goal.

Angshuman Choudhury is an associate fellow at the Centre for Policy Research, New Delhi.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/indias-disturbing-ties-with-myanmar-
junta-2.html
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